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e connections that can impact the future of Oak. Honorees were recognized during the 2014 State
y Address on February 12.
currently Butzel Long’s hiring shareholder and is
firm’s recruiting committee. He concentrates his
he area of commercial real estate and real estate
nce. He has been involved in all facets of acquisiition, leasing, financing and development of real
oughout his career.
xperience representing commercial lenders in connancing and also has served as bank and bond
numerous industrial revenue and other tax-exempt
He has also represented Michigan colleges and
colleges in various financing transactions, includmpt bonds, tax anticipation notes, financing under
New Jobs Training Program and financing with
n State Building Authority.
certified by the National Association of Developanies (a trade association of companies that have
ed by the Small Business Administration to prog for small businesses) to close SBA loans under
04 Loan program, and for the past eight years has
portion of his practice to representing Oakland
iness Finance Corporation in connection with their
an program.
is career, Kabel has been an integral part of severvelopment projects in Michigan, including serving
e bond team representing Oakland County in conh the financing of the Michigan Motion Picture
ntiac; serving as part of the team representing the
its $190,000,000 renovation of the Book Cadillac
roit; and representing the City of Detroit Housing
n in its major renovation of the Jeffries Housing
etroit.
a member of the Real Property Law Section of the
Michigan and is co-chair of the Section’s Special
on Commercial Leasing. He is the author of
Subrogation: Why the Refinance Lender’s Security
y Not be as Secure as it Thinks” (Michigan Real
eview) and has participated as a speaker and/or
merous seminars and other continuing legal eduams throughout the past several years. He also is
f the Real Property, Probate and Trust Law Section
ican Bar Association.
a graduate of Wayne State University Law School
Grand Valley State University (1995).
—————

Varnum LLP
VARNUM is pleased to welcome JACK M. PANITCH to the
firm’s Metro Detroit office. Panitch joins the tax planning and
controversy group.
Panitch focuses on state, local
and federal tax controversy and
compliance. He comes to the firm
from the Michigan Department of
Attorney General, where he litigated tax cases for the State in the
Michigan Tax Tribunal, the Court
of Claims, and Court of Appeals.

McKeen & Associates, PC
MCKEEN & ASSOCIATES,
PC announced that Managing
Partner and Founder BRIAN J.
McKEEN was selected among
Michigan Lawyers Weekly’s 2014
Leaders in the Law.
During the course of a career
spanning more than 30 years,
McKeen has resolved numerous
medical malpractice cases. Today,
he is considered one of the foremost medical malpractice attorneys in the United States.
His $12.9 million judgment for
a client in her suit against Genesys
Brian J.
Regional Medical Center was the
McKeen
second highest verdict in the state
of Michigan for 2013 according to
Michigan Lawyers Weekly. It also was the state’s top medical
malpractice decision of the year.
Since 2001, McKeen & Associates has been among the
perennial leaders in top settlements, generating the year’s top
verdict in Michigan four times, including securing the state’s
largest medical malpractice verdict on record in 2001, when a
jury rendered a verdict award of $55 million in the case of
+DOO Y +HQU\)RUG +HDOWK6\VWHP . The Detroit-based firm
also topped all Michigan verdict awards in 2002, with an
award of $22.5 million in the case of %OD]R Y 0F/DUHQ
5HJLRQDO0HGLFDO&HQWHUHWDO; in 2006 with an award of $16
million in the case of /RZH Y+HQU\)RUG+HDOWK6\VWHP; and
in 2007, with an award of $35 million in the case of 2SSHQ
KHLPY$HQHDV&*XLQH\.
In 2013, McKeen was awarded the Dan Cullan Memorial
Award from the American Association of Justice (AAJ) and
Executive Board of the AAJ Birth Trauma Litigation Group.
The honor recognized him for his passionate and unwavering
commitment to excellence in advocacy and his devotion and
service to the Birth Trauma Litigation Group and the children
that it serves. The award also acknowledges McKeen as
someone who exemplifies the finest qualities of Dan Cullan,
the highly respected MD JD who spent his career helping
children in birth trauma cases and for whom this award is
named.
McKeen currently sits on the executive boards of the
Michigan Association for Justice (MAJ) and the American
Association for Justice (AAJ). He formerly served as chair of
the AAJ Professional Negligence Section, Medical Negligence
Exchange Group and Birth Trauma Litigation Group (BTLG).
He is a member of The Inner Circle of Advocates, and organization of the Top 100 plaintiff attorneys in the country. In
2012, he was named among the Top Attorneys in Michigan as
published by The New York Times.
—————

Fabrizio &
Brook P.C.
FABRIZIO & BROOK in
Troy
welcomes
attorney
CHRISTOPHER ASTFALK to

