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Neuman Anderson P.C.
NEUMAN ANDERSON PC,

a Birmingham-based business law
f irm specializing in complex
commercial litigation, recently
announced that KEN NEUMAN
and JENNIFER GRIECO have
been named Top Rated Lawyers
by DBusiness Magazine for the
third consecutive year. 

With more than 25 years of
experience in the courtroom, Neu-
man has developed a thriving
practice in complex commercial
litigation and business consulting,
with a focus on corporate, real
estate/construction, accounting
and forensic issues, and contract
disputes. Neuman is a registered
certified public accountant (CPA)
and spent several years with one
of the “big eight” accounting
firms prior to beginning his legal
career. With this combined finan-
cial and legal experience, Neu-
man has fostered a comprehensive
understanding of his clients’ busi-
ness goals.

In addition to DBusiness
recognitions, Neuman is one of
The Best Lawyers in America,
and in 2013 was honored as a Top
50 Business Attorney in Michigan
by Super Lawyers. He is a mem-
ber of the Oakland County Bar
Association, State Bar of Michi-

gan, Michigan Association for Certified Public Accountants,
and American Association of Attorney-Certif ied Public
Accountants. 

Neuman is a graduate of Michigan State University with
his Bachelors of Arts in Accounting, and received his law
degree from Wayne State University Law School.

With more than 16-years of trial experience, the legal and
business industries are taking notice of Grieco’s thriving prac-
tice and accomplishments. In addition to this award, Grieco
has also been recognized by Crain’s Detroit Business as a “40
Under 40,” by Super Lawyers as a Top 50 Business Lawyer in
Michigan and by Michigan Lawyers Weekly as a Woman in
the Law.

Grieco won a contested seat as a commissioner on the
State Bar Board of Commissioners in 2011, where she has
served as an appointee to the executive committee. Grieco
has actively served the Board of Commissioners in many
capacities, including the Public Policy, Image and Identity
Committee; Finance Committee; Audit Committee; Strategic
Planning Workgroup and Judicial Campaign Work Group.
Grieco is also active on the State Bar of Michigan Negligence
Council and the Character and Fitness Committee. She previ-
ously served as president of the Oakland County Bar Associ-
ation, from 2010-2011, and as president of the Women’s Bar
Association, Oakland County Region of the Womens
Lawyers Association of Michigan. Grieco is a graduate of
The University of Toledo and The University of Toledo Col-
lege of Law.

—————

Giarmarco, Mullins,
& Horton, P.C.

ANNE E. LAWTER has joined the firm of GIARMAR-
CO, MULLINS & HORTON PC. Lawter has worked with

hospitals and physicians on a variety of issues, including pro-
fessional licensure and liability defense, medical-legal con-
sulting, and administrative hearings.  Lawter regularly works
with her clients on risk management issues, helping clients to
potentially pre-empt litigation.  

In addition to her work in healthcare law, Lawter works in
equine activity law.  She is a licensed judge for the United
States Equestrian Federation, and was also a member of the
Michigan State Board of Veterinary Medicine and the Disci-
plinary Sub-Committee.

Lawter is licensed to practice law in Michigan, as well as
the U.S. District Courts of Eastern and Western Michigan.
She has worked as an attorney at the Thomas M. Cooley
School of Law and the Georgetown University Law Center.

Lawter received her law degree from the Thomas M. Coo-
ley School of Law and her B.A. in Social Science from the
University of Michigan-Flint. 

—————

Butzel Long
BUTZEL LONG attorney

and shareholder GEOFFREY S.
GALLINGER has been elected
to serve on the Board of Direc-
tors of the Detroit Athletic Club
(DAC). He has served on the
Detroit Athletic Club Communi-
ty Outreach Committee since
2007. 

Gallinger’s practice includes
counseling clients regarding gen-
eral business and corporate plan-
ning needs, including all forms of
real estate transactions and devel-
opments, acquisitions, leasing,
financing, troubled asset acquisi-
tions, loans and restructurings,
and condominiums. He also has
experience in mergers and acqui-
sitions, partnerships and joint ven-
tures, shareholder matters and
general business transactions. 

He is a gold member of the
Detroit Economic Club; current
member and has served as past
board chair (2009-2011) for The
Salvation Army Detroit Metropol-
itan Advisory Board; is a current
member and past chair of the
Denby Children’s Home Advisory
Board; a member of the Metropol-
itan Detroit Harbor Light Adviso-
ry Board; member of the Booth
Legal Aid Clinic Advisory Board;
and member of the Downtown

Detroit Partnership Stakeholder’s Committee.
He is a member of the Real Property, Probate and Trust

Law, and Business Law Sections of the American Bar Associ-
ation and the Real Property Law, Business Law Sections of
the State Bar of Michigan. Gallinger is a lecturer and author
of articles for corporate and trade groups, bar association sec-
tions and business and professional seminars regarding real
estate, contract law and employment matters. 

Gallinger graduated from Michigan State University
(DCL) College of Law (1987) and Michigan State University
(1984).

In addition, Butzel Long attorney and shareholder
THOMAS A. KABEL has been named to Oakland County
Executive L. Brooks’ Patterson’s Elite 40 Under 40 Class of
2014. The Class includes young thought leaders and trailblaz-
ers who live or work in Oakland County and are under the age
of 40. The Elite 40 program is dedicated to helping these indi-

viduals make connections that can impact the future of Oak-
land County. Honorees were recognized during the 2014 State
of the County Address on February 12.

Kabel is currently Butzel Long’s hiring shareholder and is
chair of the firm’s recruiting committee.  He concentrates his
practice in the area of commercial real estate and real estate
related finance. He has been involved in all facets of acquisi-
tion, disposition, leasing, financing and development of real
property throughout his career. 

He has experience representing commercial lenders in con-
ventional financing and also has served as bank and bond
counsel on numerous industrial revenue and other tax-exempt
financings. He has also represented Michigan colleges and
community colleges in various financing transactions, includ-
ing tax-exempt bonds, tax anticipation notes, financing under
Michigan’s New Jobs Training Program and financing with
the Michigan State Building Authority. 

Kabel is certified by the National Association of Develop-
ment Companies (a trade association of companies that have
been certified by the Small Business Administration to pro-
vide funding for small businesses) to close SBA loans under
the SBA’s 504 Loan program, and for the past eight years has
devoted a portion of his practice to representing Oakland
County Business Finance Corporation in connection with their
SBA 504 Loan program. 

During his career, Kabel has been an integral part of sever-
al major development projects in Michigan, including serving
as part of the bond team representing Oakland County in con-
nection with the financing of the Michigan Motion Picture
Studio in Pontiac; serving as part of the team representing the
developer in its $190,000,000 renovation of the Book Cadillac
Hotel in Detroit; and representing the City of Detroit Housing
Commission in its major renovation of the Jeffries Housing
project in Detroit.

Kabel is a member of the Real Property Law Section of the
State Bar of Michigan and is co-chair of the Section’s Special
Committee on Commercial Leasing. He is the author of
“Equitable Subrogation: Why the Refinance Lender’s Security
Interest May Not be as Secure as it Thinks” (Michigan Real
Property Review) and has participated as a speaker and/or
author in numerous seminars and other continuing legal edu-
cation programs throughout the past several years.  He also is
a member of the Real Property, Probate and Trust Law Section
of the American Bar Association.  

Kabel is a graduate of Wayne State University Law School
(1999) and Grand Valley State University (1995).

—————

Varnum LLP
VARNUM is pleased to wel-

come JACK M. PANITCH to the
firm’s Metro Detroit office. Pan-
itch joins the tax planning and
controversy group.

Panitch focuses on state, local
and federal tax controversy and
compliance. He comes to the firm
from the Michigan Department of
Attorney General, where he liti-
gated tax cases for the State in the
Michigan Tax Tribunal, the Court
of Claims, and Court of Appeals.
He also worked closely with the
Technical Division, Tax Enforce-
ment and Collections. 

Panitch previously served as a
senior attorney with the City of

Philadelphia Law Department and in private practice in Wash-
ington, D.C. He has also served as an attorney advisor with
the U.S. Tax Court and as a trial attorney in the Office of
Chief Counsel for the IRS in Washington, D.C. 

—————

McKeen & Associates, PC
MCKEEN & ASSOCIATES,

PC announced that Managing
Partner and Founder BRIAN J.
McKEEN was selected among
Michigan Lawyers Weekly’s 2014
Leaders in the Law. 

During the course of a career
spanning more than 30 years,
McKeen has resolved numerous
medical malpractice cases.  Today,
he is considered one of the fore-
most medical malpractice attor-
neys in the United States.

His $12.9 million judgment for
a client in her suit against Genesys
Regional Medical Center was the
second highest verdict in the state
of Michigan for 2013 according to

Michigan Lawyers Weekly.  It also was the state’s top medical
malpractice decision of the year.

Since 2001, McKeen & Associates has been among the
perennial leaders in top settlements, generating the year’s top
verdict in Michigan four times, including securing the state’s
largest medical malpractice verdict on record in 2001, when a
jury rendered a verdict award of $55 million in the case of

. The Detroit-based firm
also topped all Michigan verdict awards in 2002, with an
award of $22.5 million in the case of 

; in 2006 with an award of $16
million in the case of ; and
in 2007, with an award of $35 million in the case of 

.
In 2013, McKeen was awarded the Dan Cullan Memorial

Award from the American Association of Justice (AAJ) and
Executive Board of the AAJ Birth Trauma Litigation Group.
The honor recognized him for his passionate and unwavering
commitment to excellence in advocacy and his devotion and
service to the Birth Trauma Litigation Group and the children
that it serves. The award also acknowledges McKeen as
someone who exemplifies the finest qualities of Dan Cullan,
the highly respected MD JD who spent his career helping
children in birth trauma cases and for whom this award is
named.

McKeen currently sits on the executive boards of the
Michigan Association for Justice (MAJ) and the American
Association for Justice (AAJ).  He formerly served as chair of
the AAJ Professional Negligence Section, Medical Negligence
Exchange Group and Birth Trauma Litigation Group (BTLG).
He is a member of The Inner Circle of Advocates, and organi-
zation of the Top 100 plaintiff attorneys in the country.  In
2012, he was named among the Top Attorneys in Michigan as
published by The New York Times.

—————

Fabrizio &
Brook P.C.

FABRIZIO & BROOK in
Troy welcomes attorney
CHRISTOPHER ASTFALK to
its litigation team.  Astfalk brings
twenty years of litigation experi-
ence to the firm with more than
ten years specializing in the mort-
gage default industry. 

Astfalk earned his under-
graduate degree from Michigan
State University and his law
degree from Detroit College of
Law. 
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The DMBA Barristers Section
Presents: Pins ‘n’ Pinstripes
Feb. 20

Join the DMBA Barristers and other
young attorneys in the Metro Detroit area for
a fun evening of networking, bowling, food,
and drinks. The event will be held on Thurs-
day, Feb. 20, from 6 - 9 p.m. at the Garden
Bowl, 4140 Woodward Avenue in Detroit.
Cost is $35 in advance, $40 at the door and
includes three hours of bowling, rental
shoes, pizza, salad, soda, draft beer and
house wine. For more information, contact
Mitzy Sharp Futro at msharpfutro@detroit-
lawyer.org or 313-961-6120 x201. 

Wade Hampton McCree Jr.
Award Luncheon set
Feb. 20

The Federal Bar Association (FBA), East-
ern District of Michigan Chapter, will host
the Wade Hampton McCree Jr. Award Lun-
cheon on Thursday, Feb. 20, beginning at
11:30 a.m. at the Westin Book Cadillac,
1114 Washington Blvd. in Detroit.  U.S.
Court of Appeals Judge Bernice McDonald,
6th Circuit, will be the guest speaker. Cost
for the luncheon is $25 for members and $35
for non-members.  Register online at:
www.fbamich.org.

Wayne County Family Law
Mentoring Round Table
Feb. 21

The Wayne County Family Law Bar
Association presents the Wayne County
Family Law Mentoring Round Table staring
at 12:30 p.m. on Friday, Feb. 21, at The
Bistro at One Detroit Center, 500 Woodward
Avenue across from Third Circuit Court in
downtown Detroit. Those new to the practice
of family law and seasoned practitioners
willing to share their experience are wel-
come to a lively lunchtime chat, brown-bag
style. Contact Friend of the Court Attorney
Anita Scott-Meisel at 313-224-4116 for
more information.

WLAM Wayne Region’s
Annual Winter Wine Down
Feb. 21

WLAM Wayne Region returns its Winter
Wine Down to the Plymouth Township area,
this time at a new member’s home on Friday,
Feb. 21, at 6 p.m. Join us for dinner and

socializing as we enjoy great company, good
wine, and a delicious catered dinner of salad
and lasagna. Attendance is limited to 40 peo-
ple but we will form a waiting list. Please
note that this event is limited to 40 so RSVP
as soon as possible. Cost is $20 for Wayne
members and students and $25 for others.
Registration confirmed upon receipt of pay-
ment. Address will then be provided.  RSVP
to event co-chairs: celeste.simon@3rdcc.org
or genevieve.delonis@kitch.com 

MAJ Family Law Seminar
Feb. 21

The Michigan Association for Justice will
hold its Family Law Seminar on Friday, Feb.
21, at the Westin Southfield. The seminar is
an opportunity for both novice and experi-
enced family law practitioners to learn from
some of the best family law attorneys and
judges in the state. Attendees will hear Jus-
tice Marilyn Kelly’s keynote address. The
Seminar will cover How to Avoid Legal Mal-
practice, negotiating your Initial Client
Meeting, Trial Skill tips from a practitioner
and trial judge, utilizing techniques from the
Peacemaking Pilot Court Program in your
practice, and exploring how the Michigan
Supreme Court’s recent decision in 

impacts divorce judg-
ments and custody orders. Contact mle-
fke@michiganjustice.org or 517-321-3073
or go to www.michiganjustice.org to register.
Cost is $150 for non-MAJ members, $130
for MAJ members, and $70 for MAJ sustain-
ing members.

Revisiting the Trayvon 
Martin Case: What’s Next?
Feb. 27

The UDM Law Student Chapter of The
American Constitution Society presents
“Revisiting the Trayvon Martin Case: What’s
Next?” on Thursday, Feb. 27, at 5 p.m. in the
law school Atrium, 651 E. Jefferson Avenue,
Detroit. The speaker will be Professor Ekow
Yankah of the Benjamin N. Cardozo School
of Law. For more information, contact Pro-
fessor Gary Maveal at 313-596-0218.

Fifth Annual Tertzag
Tribute Dinner
Feb. 27

The friends and family of the Honorable
Kaye Tertzag will host the Fifth Annual

Tertzag Tribute Dinner on Thursday, Feb 27,
at the Park Place Banquet Hall in Dearborn
from 5:30 - 9:30 p.m. Tickets are $40.00 and
include dinner and an open bar. Attendees
are encouraged to wear purple to the event.
Those wearing purple will be entered into a
drawing for a door prize. Checks should be
made payable to: Tertzag Tribute Dinner,
LLC and sent to 412 Berwyn, Birmingham,
MI 48009. For more information, contact
Kara Tertzag Lividini at 313-645-9511 or
ktertzag@gmail.com. 

State of the Bankruptcy
Court Luncheon
March 5

Join the Federal Bar Association Bank-
ruptcy Section, Eastern District of Michigan
Chapter for its “State of the Bankruptcy
Court Luncheon” on Wednesday, March 5,
starting at 11:30 a.m. at the Atheneum Inter-
national Banquet Center in Greektown, 1000
Brush Avenue, Detroit. The speaker will be
Judge Phillip Shefferly, Chief Judge of Unit-
ed States Bankruptcy Court, Eastern District
of Michigan. Luncheon cost will be $40
before Feb. 25 and $45 after that and at the
door. For additional information, contact
David Lerner at 248-901-4010 or Leslie
Berg at 313-226-7950.

Celebrating Our 
Diverse Bar Mixer
March 6

Join friends and colleagues from local
and aff inity bar associations throughout
Metro Detroit for an evening celebrating the
diversity of our legal community as the
Detroit Metropolitan Bar Association pre-
sents its Celebrating Our Diverse Bar Mixer
on Thursday, March 6, from 5 - 7:30 p.m. at
Buffalo Wild Wings, 1218 Randolph Street
in Detroit. Admission is $15 (cash bar), and
advance registration is required. Members of
the judiciary may attend free of charge, but
advanced registration is required. For more
information, contact Mitzy Sharp Futro at
msharpfutro@detroitlawyer.org or 313-961-
6120 x201.

Barristers School Partnership
Program “Budding Barristers Day”
March 8

The DMBA School Partnership Program
will hold its"Budding Barristers Day” on

Saturday, March 8, from 10 a.m. - 2 p.m.
During this special event high school stu-
dents will have the opportunity to meet with
attorney mentors and brainstorm for their
essay contest entries. Students will also
receive career and education advice and
learn valuable legal writing, resume writing
and job/college interview skills.   Students
and mentors will receive the essay topic in
advance.  For more information, contact
either School Partnership Program Co-Chair,
Kim Yourchock at
kimberly.yourchock@jacksonlewis.com or
Tiffany Ellis at tellis@sommerspc.com.

McElroy Lecture
on Law and Religion
March 19

The annual McElroy Lecture on Law and
Religion will be held on Wednesday, March
19,  at 5 p.m. at Ss. Peter & Paul Jesuit
Church. This year’s lecturer is Prof. Sarah
Barringer Gordon, Arlin M. Adams Profes-
sor of Constitutional Law and Professor of
History at the University of Pennsylvania. A
complimentary reception will follow at
approximately 6:00 p.m. in the School of
Law’s atrium, immediately adjacent to the
Church. Hosted by University of Detroit
Mercy Law Office of Alumni Relations.

Wayne County Family Law
Mentoring Round Table
March 21

The Wayne County Family Law Bar

Association presents the Wayne County
Family Law Mentoring Round Table staring
at 12:30 p.m. on Friday, March 21, at The
Bistro at One Detroit Center, 500 Woodward
Avenue across from Third Circuit Court in
downtown Detroit. Those new to the practice
of family law and seasoned practitioners
willing to share their experience are wel-
come to a lively lunchtime chat, brown-bag
style. Contact Friend of the Court Attorney
Anita Scott-Meisel at 313-224-4116 for
more information.

Gleaners Community
Food Bank Volunteer Day
March 22

The DMBA Barristers Section charitable
committee has partnered with the Women
Lawyers Association of Michigan for a vol-
unteer event at Gleaners Community Food
Bank on Saturday, March 22nd, from 12:45 -
4 p.m.  We will be sorting and packing
donated food in preparation for delivery to
the more than 500 partner agencies that
Gleaners supports throughout Southeast
Michigan. If you’d like to volunteer (or have
any questions), contact Daniel Phillips at
dphillips@dickinson-wright.com or 313-
223-3099.

Wolverine Bar Association
53rd Annual Barristers’ Ball
April 12

Join the Wolverine Bar
Association/Wolverine Bar Foundation for

its signature fundraising event. The 53rd
Annual Barristers’ Ball “A Monte Carlo
Affair” on Saturday, April  12, at the
MotorCity Casino Hotel in Detroit. The
black-tie affair will commemorate the
WBA’s 90-plus years of commitment to
diversity, excellence in the legal profession
and improvement to the quality of life in the
metropolitan Detroit area. Contact the
WBA office at 313-962-0250, or via email
to waboffice@ameritech.net, for sponsor-
ship opportunities and table sales. Tables
may only be purchased by dues-paid mem-
bers.

Wayne County Family Law
Mentoring Round Table
April 18

The Wayne County Family Law Bar
Association presents the Wayne County
Family Law Mentoring Round Table staring
at 12:30 p.m. on Friday, April 18, at The
Bistro at One Detroit Center, 500 Woodward
Avenue across from Third Circuit Court in
downtown Detroit. Those new to the practice
of family law and seasoned practitioners
willing to share their experience are wel-
come to a lively lunchtime chat, brown-bag
style. Contact Friend of the Court Attorney
Anita Scott-Meisel at 313-224-4116 for
more information.

—————

Handling Child Custody, Child
Support, & Parenting Time, from 9
a.m. to 4:45 p.m. at The Inn at St. John’s
in Plymouth on Tuesday, Feb. 18.  This
basic/intermediate level course,  co-
sponsored by the Family Law Section of
the State Bar of Michigan, offers 6 CLE
credits. 

The general admission fee is $195,
section members pay $175, and Michi-
gan new lawyers pay $95.  ICLE part-
ners should consult their partnership
agreement for details.

—————
20th Annual Health Law Institute,

Thursday, March 6, from 9 a.m. to 6:30
p.m. and Friday, March 7, from 9 a.m. to
12:30 p.m. at The Inn at St. John’s in
Plymouth.  This
basic/intermediate/advanced level
course,  co-sponsored by the Health
Care Law Section of the State Bar of
Michigan, offers 9 CLE credits and 0.75
ethics credits. 

The general admission fee is $395,
section members pay $365, Michigan

new lawyers pay $195, and ICLE part-
ners pay $345.

—————
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