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Workshoppers

Legal Aid and Defender Association conducted a free workshop Oct. 15 at Pontiac Pub-
lic Library for residents of Wayne, Macomb and Oakland counties on how to represent
themselves in small claims court and collect money judgments. In attendance were (l-r)
Tina Saxon, a student at Thomas M. Cooley Law School and an intern at LAD; Kelly
Bidelman, managing attorney of LAD's Oakland County office in Pontiac; Shakita Billy,
a librarian's assistant at the library; and Megan Dennis, a mediation specialist with Oak-
land Mediation Center.

ASKED AND ANSWERED
A Genesee County jury recently awarded a woman near-

ly $13 million in her medical malpractice lawsuit against
Genesys Regional Medical Center. In the suit, Libbey Bryson
claimed that because of preventable medical errors, her
daughter was born without the use of her right arm and with
other deformities. Brian McKeen is managing partner and
founder of McKeen & Associates. His primary areas of prac-
tice are personal injury litigation, medical malpractice and
drug product liability. He has tried cases throughout the Unit-
ed States and currently sits on the executive boards of the
Michigan Association for Justice (MAJ) and the American
Association for Justice (AAJ). McKeen formerly served as
chair of the AAJ Professional Negligence Section, Medical
Negligence Exchange Group and Birth Trauma Litigation
Group (BTLG). He represented Libbey Bryson in her lawsuit
against Genesys Regional Medical Center.

Thorpe: Can you give us a basic outline of the case?
McKeen: The mother presented to the hospital for induction

of labor at term. She was a gestational diabetic and had a large
baby, 8 pounds, 8 ounces. During delivery, there were some
worrisome indications on the electronic fetal monitor. Addition-
ally, the baby was not descending down the birth canal. But they
nevertheless forged ahead with the induction rather than offer
the mother a Caesarian section delivery.

At the time of the delivery, the baby’s shoulder got caught
under the mother’s pubic bone, which is known as shoulder dys-

tocia. Then the resident intern
pulled excessively hard on the head
causing this permanent brachial
plexus injury.

Thorpe: Describe the causes and
effects of Erb’s Palsy.

McKeen: The cause is exces-
sive, downward lateral traction dur-
ing delivery on the brachial plexus.
Pulling on the baby’s head and neck
is what causes this injury.

The effect, depending upon the
severity, is paralysis of the arm and,
in some cases, hand. So this child
had extensive brachial plexus
injury, which resulted in permanent
limited mobility arm and some

function of loss in her hand. She already has undergone two
surgeries performed and will require continued therapy and
assistance in order to complete daily tasks, such as brushing her
hair or getting dressed.

Thorpe: How often does this sort of birth injury occur?
McKeen: While brachial plexus injuries are one of the most

common birth trauma claims that I handle, this type of injury
happens in about 1 in 10,000 births. 

This is not an injury that occurs in utero. It occurs only at
delivery if a doctor uses excess traction. One of the reasons we
are seeing more injuries like this occurring is due to the fact
that women are giving birth to larger babies, which are more apt

to get caught under the pubic bone.
Thorpe: These sorts of birth injuries

were once attributed to the normal forces
of labor. How has that theory been discredited?

McKeen: On the contrary. Historically, this sort of birth
injury has been related to excessive traction at the time of deliv-
ery when the physician acts to disimpact the shoulder.

But in the last 20 years, there was a small group of so-called
experts, who are frequent testifiers in malpractice cases and cite
each other in support of their opinion. They are the ones who
wrote these articles stating that these birth injuries could hap-
pen from in utero forces and independent of the physician’s
actions.

This theory is simply not true and is backed up by additional
evidence stating that brachial plexus is an iatrogenic, or physi-
cian-induced, injury.

Thorpe: The judge said that the award was the biggest he’s
seen in his court. Why do you think the jury was so generous?

McKeen: I don’t know if it is a matter of generosity as much
as it is the appropriate level of compensation given the severity
of the injury. The truth is that most malpractice cases never
even go to verdict. They generally get resolved. This is probably
the largest this judge has seen because no one has ever tried a
malpractice case in his courtroom like this that included such
substantial damages.

The defense attorneys try to hand select the cases to try
where the plaintiffs are likely to lose, or, if the plaintiffs are
going to win, they will win just a little amount.

Brian McKeen on Medical Malpractice Lawsuit

Brian 
McKeen

BY STEVE THORPE

LegalNews.com

Human trafficking
report urges state 
to adopt new laws 

LANSING, Mich. (AP) — A state human
trafficking commission says Michigan should
pass laws to ensure teens ensnared in the sex
trade are presumed as victims, not prostitutes.

By granting them safe harbor, the focus can
be on providing services to help young girls,
according to a report unveiled Wednesday.
Another recommendation from the six-month
review would toughen criminal penalties for traf-
fickers and “johns” who solicit sex from 16- and
17-year-old girls.

Attorney General Bill Schuette, lawmakers,
advocates and experts say Michigan must do
more to raise awareness of and stop trafficking
for sex and labor. The commission has identified
more than 300 confirmed victims but believes
trafficking is underreported.

The Legislature also is being urged to give
prosecutors more time to freeze assets gained
from trafficking and let victims erase their con-
victions.

Attorney elected as
Fellow of trust and
estate counsel

Dickinson Wright
attorney James Spica
has been elected as a
Fellow of the Ameri-
can College of Trust
& Estate Counsel.

Spica is a member
in the firm’s Detroit
office. He focuses his
practice on estate and
tax planning, trust
banking and trust liti-
gation. He was the
principal author of
the Greenleaf Trust
perpetuities reform

proposal enacted as the Michigan Personal Proper-
ty Trust Perpetuities Act of 2008 and of the Green-
leaf “trust decanting” proposal enacted as 2012
Michigan Public Acts Nos. 483, 484 and 485. He
served on the ad hoc committee of the ABA’s Real
Property, Trust and Estate Law Section that drafted
the Section’s response (dated September 10, 2012)
to the Treasury Department’s request (in IRS
Notice 2011-101) for comments on the tax impli-
cations of trust decanting. His most recent publica-
tion is “Spilt to Last: Longevity Planning for Tax
Advantaged Trusts under a New Statutory Decanti-
ng Regime in Michigan,” 48 Real Prop. Tr. & Est.
L. J. 35 (2013). 

Spica has an LL.M. (in Taxation) from New
York University, was clerk to the Hon. Richard C.
Wilbur, United States Tax Court, and held a series
of law professorships, from 1988 to 2000, at the
University of Detroit Mercy, where he lectured, lat-
terly as a tenured associate professor, on taxation,
trusts and decedents’ estates. Spica is a coauthor of
the Michigan Estate Planning Handbook (2nd ed.
2006 & Supp.) and Trust Administration Under the
Michigan Trust Code (2010 & Supp.), a member
of the Council (governing body) of the Probate and
Estate Planning Section of the State Bar of Michi-
gan and a Consultant to the Trust Counsel Com-
mittee of the Michigan Bankers Association.

BY STEVE THORPE

Depending on who you talk to, the fast track-
ing of legislation to move Court of Claims cases
to a different venue is a crass political ploy or
streamlined good governance.

The Michigan Senate approved SB 652 last
week, which would move Court of Claims cases
from their current home in Ingham County Cir-
cuit Court to selected jurists from the Michigan
Court of Appeals.

The Court of Claims is where citizens can
file lawsuits of more than $1,000 against the
state or counties.

The new Court of Claims would consist of
four judges of the Court of Appeals, chosen
from at least two separate of the four current
Court of Appeals districts. The Court of Appeals
Clerk would serve as the clerk of the revised
court.

Introduced in the Senate on Oct. 24, the bill
quickly made it out of committee and was
approved by a voice vote on Oct. 30. On Tues-
day, the bill was approved by the House Govern-
ment Operations Committee on a 3-2 party line
vote. It faces little opposition in the full House
and Gov. Rick Snyder is expected to sign it.

Most observers
agree that the mea-
sure would move
cases against the
state of Michigan
and its off icials
from a fairly liberal
court to a more
conservative one.

Critics of the
bill claim it will
hinder major cases
against the Repub-
lican governor and
the GOP-dominat-
ed legislature. They
say that Republi-
cans, dating all the
way back to the John Engler era, have always
been annoyed by what they perceive as the left-
leaning composition of the existing system,
based as it is in solidly-Democratic Ingham
County.

“Like the overreaches the Republican majori-
ty has become so fond of, this bill is nothing
more than partisan rigging and shameless politi-
cal protectionism. It allows the Republican
majority to stack the Court of Appeals with

R e p u b l i c a n
appointees and bet-
ter your chances of
having your ques-
tionable legislation
upheld,” said Sen-
ate Minority
Leader Gretchen
Whitmer, an East
Lansing Democrat,
in an Oct. 30
speech on the floor
of the Senate.

Defenders of the
bill say it is simply
a response to shift-
ing workloads and
budgetary con-

cerns. In addition, they point to the convenience
of providing four locations around the state at
which claims could be filed.

Proponents also say that measure remedies a
situation where cases involving the entire state
are decided by judges elected by a small per-
centage of the state electorate.

“Every year we look at reports and decide
where we should be adding or cutting judges,”
said the bill’s sponsor, Sen. Rick Jones, R-Grand

Ledge. “This year we were working on adding
three judges to Macomb County, which is the
most under-judged county in the whole state.
While I was looking at that, I asked the question
‘why is the Court of Claims all in Ingham Coun-
ty where about 3 percent of the people of Michi-
gan elect judges? How did that happen?’”

Jones said criticism that the measure was
somehow being sneaked quickly through the
legislature was baseless.

“As anybody knows, when I take on a project
in the Senate Judiciary Committee I move it as
fast as possible,” he said. “Everybody in Lans-
ing is very aware that the Senate Judiciary Com-
mittee handles more bills than any other com-
mittee in Lansing. We do a lot of good work.
The other reason to get it done swiftly is to not
leave anybody on the Court of Claims in limbo.”

Jill Wheaton, chair of the Appellate Section
of the State Bar Association, sent an email to
section members about Jones’ bill and the Coun-
cil of the Appellate Practice Section then voted
to oppose the measure.

Wheaton sent a letter to the House Commit-
tee on Government Operations outlining the
concerns of her section about the bill. In the
letter she said, “the Section is concerned that

Bill would shift venue for state suits to Court of Appeals

Sen. Rick
Jones

Sen. Gretchen
Whitmer

See COURT, Page 5

See ASKED, Page 5

A memorial service for
Ralph Slovenko, professor
emeritus at Wayne State Uni-
versity Law School in Detroit,
will be at 1 p.m. today in
Hebrew Memorial Chapel,
26640 Greenfield Road, Oak
Park.

Slovenko, who retired May
15 after 44 years at Wayne
Law, died Sunday, Nov. 3. He
was 86.

One of the nation’s most
respected experts in forensic
psychology, Slovenko was
known for being outspoken as
well as scholarly. He was the
author of hundreds of articles
and 10 books, including the
acclaimed “Psychiatry in
Law/Law in Psychiatry,” published in a second
edition in 2009. He was editor of the “Ameri-
can Series in Behavioral Science and Law” and
a regular contributor to “The Journal of Psychi-
atry & Law.”

His book, “Psychiatry in Law,” published in
1973, was awarded the Manfred Guttmacher
Award of the American Psychiatric Associa-
tion, cited as “a monumental work” and named
Book of the Month Club selection of the

Behavior Science Book Club.
“Ralph made outstanding

contributions to the fields of
law and psychiatry and had a
distinguished career of more
than four decades at our law
school,” said Wayne Law
Dean Jocelyn Benson. “We
mourn his loss but know that
the impact of his work contin-
ues.”

Slovenko spoke f ive lan-
guages and was active with
the Jewish Community Center
in West Bloomfield and the
local Holocaust Memorial
Center.

He earned a bachelor’s
degree, master’s degree, doc-
torate in psychology and law

degree from Tulane University, where he once
was on the track and field team and held a resi-
dency in psychiatry.

He loved to travel and lectured in countries
including Australia, France, Israel, Japan, Rus-
sia and South Africa. He was a guest professor
at Haifa University in Israel and Utrecht Uni-
versity in the Netherlands.

In addition to his tenure in academia,

Memorial service today for law professor

Ralph
Slovenko

See MEMORIAL, Page 5

James
Spica
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The European Union and cer-
tain foreign countries have priva-
cy regulations preventing the
transmission of employee data.
Companies must undertake some
statistical analysis, which end-
runs that issue.

What about the usefulness of
the ratio in comparing one com-
pany to another? The SEC went
out of its way to provide granular
comparability in adopting XBRL
financial reporting. In the propos-
ing release, the SEC abandons
that goal: “We do not believe that
improving the comparability of
the disclosure across companies
by mandating a specific method
for identifying the median would
be justif ied in light of the cost
that would be imposed.”

One quirk: The statute
requires compensation be calcu-
lated pursuant to SK Item 402 as
in force on July 20, 2010. What
happens when there is a subse-
quent amendment? That might
mean greater cost for companies,
as they may possess data con-
forming with newer requirements
(particularly for CEOs) and yet
be compelled to calculate pay
ratio based on an historical for-
mula.

The amendment requires “a
brief overview” of assumptions
and estimates used in calculating
the median. What registrant, or
its counsel, will have the nerve to
resist detailed discussion of
shor tcuts taken that are not

specif ically permitted under an
SEC safe harbor?

C-level management will not
be pleased to learn that pay ratio
disclosure will be treated by the
commission as “f iled” and not
“furnished,” based on the use of
the word “filing” in the statute.
That means that the CEO and
CFO, pursuant to SOX, must cer-
tify the accuracy of the disclo-
sures, against which the CEO’s
own compensation is measured.

Well-advised CEOs will press
for broad disclosure of methodol-
ogy, to support CEO certification
affecting the CEO’s own compen-
sation.

There is a phase-in for com-
pliance; registrants must comply
at the end of the first fiscal year
commencing after the effective
date of the amendment. If effec-
tive in 2014, a Dec. 31 registrant
need not comply until f ilings
required during 2016.

Conclusion
Comments to the SEC will

address both policy (“it’s a
bad/good idea”) and implementa-
tion (“you should change this par-
ticular requirement because ...”).

Ultimately, there will be a
final amendment; Dodd-Frank is
a law, not a suggestion. The final
amendment will continue to split
the 953(b) baby by requiring
some form of truncated disclo-
sure.

Whatever eventuates, it will
cost registrants lots of money and
not affect CEO compensation
one iota.

From Page 1

MONEY:

this proposed legislation may have
an adverse impact on the fair and
efficient administration of appel-
late justice in Michigan.” 

In an interview, Wheaton said,
“We are opposing the bill for two
reasons. Number one: As of right
now, court rules say that f inal
judgments from the Court of
Claims are appealed to the Court
of Appeals. So now you would
potentially have Court of Appeals
judges reviewing their own rul-
ings, or those of the judge down
the hall. The bill says nothing
about appeals from the Court of
Claims.

“Number two: There’s already
going to be some attrition of the
Court of Appeals bench in the next

couple years, pursuant to an earlier
bill. So to take four of the remain-
ing judges and having them fill
two roles - Court of Appeals and
Court of Claims — may further
delay the adjudication of appeals.”

Opponents of the bill vowed to
fight on and warned that, even if
the measure becomes law, they
will take their arguments to the
public. 

“I oppose this effort to inter-
vene in the judicial process that
allows our citizens to weigh in on
such bills,” Sen. Whitmer said
concluding her floor speech. “It’s
bad public policy being sold in an
even worse way, and I can promise
my colleagues on the other side of
the aisle that the people of Michi-
gan won’t be forgetting this action
here today.”

From Page 1

COURT:

BY KEN THOMAS

WASHINGTON (AP) — Elec-
tability and pragmatism won. Ide-
ology and rigidity lost.

In Democratic-leaning New
Jersey, voters gave Republican
Chris Christie a second term and
rewarded him for his bipartisan,
get-it-done, inclusive pitch. In
swing state Virginia, voters nar-
rowly rejected Republican Ken
Cuccinelli’s uncompromising,
conservative approach.

If there’s a lesson from Tues-
day’s off-year elections, it might
be that during a time of deep divi-
sions within the Republican Party,
staunchly conservative GOP can-
didates who press ideological
positions have difficulty winning
general elections in competitive
states. Candidates with main-
stream appeal like Christie in
New Jersey and Democrat Terry
McAuliffe in Virginia can over-
come obstacles that might trip up
others.

Christie, in a victory speech
aimed at national Republicans,
said Americans “angry with their
dysfunctional government in
Washington” could look to his
state as a model for getting things
done.

“I know that if we can do this
in Trenton, New Jersey, maybe the
folks in Washington, D.C., should
tune in their TVs right now,”
Christie said. “See how it’s done.”

Christie trounced his Democra-
tic opponent, state Sen. Barbara

Buono, offering a template for
Republicans who want to win and
attract a broad coalition of voters.
His re-election, the largest by a
Republican governor in New Jer-
sey since 1985, could help him
make a case for governing as a
conservative without ceding the
political middle ahead of a possi-
ble presidential bid.

In Virginia, McAuliffe held off
a late charge by Cuccinelli in a
polarizing campaign that exposed
liabilities that could drag down
both parties next year: President
Barack Obama’s health care over-
haul for Democrats and a partial
government shutdown for Repub-
licans. McAuliffe is a longtime
friend of Bill and Hillary Clinton,
giving the former secretary of
state an important ally should she
seek the White House again.

In Republican-friendly Alaba-
ma, Bradley Byrne, a lawyer
backed by the U.S. Chamber of
Commerce, defeated tea party-
backed candidate Dean Young in a
special GOP primary to succeed
retiring Rep. Jo Bonner, R-Ala.
Byrne will be the heavy favorite
in December to hold onto the con-
gressional seat and gives business
groups a victory over the tea
party.

Far from the intensity of a
presidential campaign, the low-

turnout elections don’t offer a
greater meaning into the nation’s
political psyche. But Virginia and
New Jersey often give parties
clues to the electorate’s mood
heading into congressional elec-
tions.

The backdrop was a partial
government shutdown triggered
partly by tea party demands and a
clunky rollout by the Obama
administration of the health care
law.

In Virginia, exit polls showed
that about a third of voters said
they were personally affected by
the government shutdown, and
those who were broke for McAu-
liffe by nearly 20 points. But Cuc-
cinelli held a narrow edge among
those who said health care was
their top issue and 53 percent of
all Virginia voters said they
opposed the health care overhaul
passed in 2010. Tea party leaders
and social conservatives said the
state attorney general’s vociferous
opposition to the health care law
narrowed the gap — even though
it didn’t overcome a fundraising
disadvantage.

“This has got to be a real
wakeup call for the Obama White
House and Democrats in general,”
said Ralph Reed, chairman of the
Faith and Freedom Coalition. “If
the tail of the Obamacare melt-

down could have this kind of
impact ... then I think they need to
be really concerned about the red
state Democratic seats” in the
2014 Senate elections.

Democrats said McAuliffe’s
victory — the first in Virginia by
a member of the same party hold-
ing the White House in nearly
four decades — could provide a
roadmap for governors’ races in
2014 featuring Republican incum-
bents in Florida, Ohio, Pennsylva-
nia and elsewhere.

“Virginia is a harbinger for
what a challenge the tea party
governors are going to have — a
referendum on their policies,” said
Vermont Gov. Peter Shumlin, the
chairman of the Democratic Gov-
ernors Association.

Both New Jersey and Virginia
offered overtones for the 2016
presidential race.

Christie’s advisers were quick
to point out that the governor won
a majority of women and boosted
his support among black and Lati-
no voters, showing that he could
compete for voters who comprise
Obama’s coalition.

For Democrats, the election
may make some wonder if Buono
is this year’s version of Garry
Mauro, the Texas Democrat who
lost to George W. Bush in a lop-
sided governor’s race in 1998.

Some Democrats regretted not
competing more aggressively
against Bush, who captured the
GOP nomination and won the
White House in 2000.

But it remains to be seen if
Christie’s conservative-yet-prag-
matic approach can win over
Republicans in places like Iowa
and South Carolina, where party
loyalists may be skeptical of his
post-superstorm Sandy alliance
with Obama and his commitment
to conservatives on social issues.

Democrats’ win in Virginia
gives a boost to the Clinton cam-
paign model of attracting moder-
ates and business-oriented voters
while driving turnout among
women. McAuliffe’s narrow vic-
tory rested on a 9-point edge
among women and could offer
Democratic candidates in 2014 a
case study for winning in swing-
voting territory — especially if
Obama’s support is weakened.

Christie and McAuliffe both
outspent their opponents by large
margins and aired tough TV ads
months before the election to neg-
atively def ine their opponents,
stealing a page from Obama’s
playbook against Republican Mitt
Romney. No matter the election,
the tactics matter.

“We shouldn’t lose focus on
the fundamentals,” said Republi-
can strategist Martin Baker, a for-
mer adviser to Newt Gingrich’s
presidential campaign. He said the
races are “textbook examples that
money and mechanics remain
critical to a successful campaign.”

ANALYSIS

Post-shutdown, pragmatism is in among electorate

BY MARK SHERMAN

WASHINGTON (AP) — The
Supreme Court is wrestling with
the appropriate role for religion in
government in a case involving
prayers at the start of a New York
town’s council meetings.

The justices engaged in a lively
give-and-take Wednesday that

highlighted the sensitive nature of
offering religious invocations in
public proceedings that don’t
appeal to everyone and of govern-
ments’ efforts to police the prac-
tice.

The court is weighing a federal
appeals court ruling that said the
Rochester suburb of Greece, N.Y.,
violated the Constitution because
nearly every prayer in an 11-year
span was overtly Christian.

The tenor of the argument indi-
cated the justices would not agree
with the appellate ruling. But it was
not clear what decision they might
come to instead.

Justice Elena Kagan summed up
the difficult task before the court
when she noted that some people
believe that “every time the court
gets involved, things get worse
instead of better.”

Greece is being backed by the
Obama administration and many
social and religious conservative
groups in arguing that the court set-
tled this issue 30 years ago when it
held that an opening prayer is part
of the nation’s fabric and not a vio-
lation of the First Amendment.
Some of those groups want the
court to go further and get rid of
legal rules that tend to rein in reli-
gious expression in the public
sphere.

On the other side are the two
town residents who sued over the
prayers and the liberal interest
groups that support them. Greece
residents Susan Galloway and
Linda Stephens say they and others
who attend the meetings are a cap-
tive audience and should not be
subjected to sectarian prayers.

At its broadest, the outcome

could extend well beyond prayer
and also affect holiday displays, aid
to religious schools, Ten Com-
mandments markers and memorial
crosses. More narrowly, the case
could serve as a test of the viability
of the decision in Marsh v. Cham-
bers, the 1983 case that said prayer
in the Nebraska Legislature did not
violate the First Amendment’s
clause barring laws “respecting an
establishment of religion,” known
as the Establishment Clause.

The potentially decisive vote in
the case belongs to Justice Anthony
Kennedy, who did not seem satis-
f ied with arguments made by
lawyers for Greece and the admin-
istration on one side and for the
Greece residents on the other.

On the one hand, Kennedy said
he did not like the thought that gov-
ernment officials or judges would

examine the content of the
prayers to make sure they are
not sectarian. “That involves
the state very heavily in the
censorship of prayers,”
Kennedy said.

On the other hand, he
objected to the reliance by the
town and the administration on
the decision in Marsh.

All the while, Justice
Stephen Breyer was trying out
potential outcomes that recog-
nized both the tradition of
prayer and the rights of reli-
gious minorities and non-
believers. “If all that was left in

the case were questions of making
a good-faith effort to include oth-
ers, would you object to doing it?”
Breyer asked Thomas Hungar, the
Washington, D.C., lawyer who is
representing the town.

Hungar said he did not know,
but asserted that the town already
has engaged in the outreach Breyer
described.

In Greece, every meeting was
opened with a Christian-oriented
invocation from 1999 through
2007, and again from January 2009
through June 2010. In 2008, after
Galloway and Stephens com-
plained, four of 12 meetings were
opened by non-Christians, includ-
ing a Jewish layman, a Wiccan
priestess and the chairman of the
local Baha’i congregation.

The two residents filed suit and
a trial court ruled in the town’s
favor, finding that the town did not
intentionally exclude non-Chris-
tians. It also said that the content of
the prayer was not an issue because
there was no desire to proselytize
or demean other faiths.

But a three-judge panel of the
2nd U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals
said that even with the high court’s
1983 ruling, the practice of having
one Christian prayer after another
amounted to the town’s endorse-
ment of Christianity.

A decision is expected by late
June.

The case is Greece v. Galloway,
12-696.

SUPREME COURT WATCH

Court wrestling with prayer at NY town’s meetings 

Brachial plexus injuries are severe
injuries that have lifelong conse-
quences to the child both econom-
ically and non-economically.
When these cases occur, these
children are entitled to substantial
compensation. Too many cases
have gone undercompensated. 

Thorpe: The award will likely
be reduced by Michigan law. How
does that work?

McKeen: The future damages
get reduced to the present cash
value and then the money is allo-
cated to non-economic damages
(i.e., pain and suffering), which is
capped.
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ASKED:
Slovenko’s background includ-

ed serving as a law clerk to
Louisiana Supreme Court Justice
E. Howard McCaleb, a Fulbright
Scholar in France, a New Orleans
senior assistant district attorney, a
practicing attorney and a U.S.
District Court commissioner for
Judge J. Skelly Wright.

His survivors include his wife,
Natalia Lilenko; son, Boris Kor-
jov; and a grandchild.

The family suggests donations
in his memory may be made to
Tulane University, the Jewish
Community Center in West
Bloomfield or the Detroit Institute
of Arts.

MEMORIAL:
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